
Friends of Project Rousseau 
  



What is Project Rousseau?

We are a non-profit organization that empowers youth in communities 

with the greatest need to fulfill their potential and reach higher 

education.  

Our approach
We believe that academic problems rarely have academic causes. 

Our holistic approach is based on four pillars of programming. 

Our students are typically high schoolers and from families with an 

average income of less than $10,000. A growing portion of our student 

body comprised of homeless, foster care and Native American 

Reservation students.

Our students

Our mission



Broadening Horizons

We strive to expose our students to new 

experiences and environments including 

trips to sports games museum exhibitions 

and more.  

Our international exchanges help 

students expand their understanding of 

cultural and educational differences 

between countries. 

In 2016-17 Project Rousseau ran 

international trips for 118 of our students 

spanning 7 different countries, including 

Jordan, Japan and Denmark. 

"The achievements of the people I met proved that the sky was 
the l imit and that bigger dreams are attainable." 

- Johnson, Project Rousseau Alumni



Mentoring

We establish stable and supportive 

relationships between our students 

and carefully selected mentors. 

We have a network in place to 

support our mentors in helping 

mentees navigte their challenges. 

Since we began in 2011, Project 

Rousseau has mentored over 2,500 

students. These relationships 

foster personal and academic 

growth. 



Academics

We deliver tailored group and 1:1 

tutoring for the SATs, core classes and 

specific topics of interest. 

For the past three years Project Rousseau 

students have had a 4 year high school 

graduation rate of over 94%. 

Since 2011 Project Rousseau seen 13 

acceptances into Ivy League schools, as 

well as other elite colleges such 

as Stanford, MIT and McGill University.  

"Project Rousseau is really supportive. They provide a lot of free SAT 
prep, col lege advice, mentors. . . Even internships, which I would never 

have dreamed of doing. I didn't know where to apply, who to talk to or 
where to go. "  

- El iana, Project Rousseau Alumni 



Community Service

We encourage students to give back 

to the community in a meaningful 

way, ranging from weekly nursing 

home visits to assisting in a 

homeless shelter. 

Experiencing the impact they can 

have on the lives of others helps 

empower our students to 

impact their own lives. 

In 2017, 11 of our students 

completed over 100 hours of 

community service. 



To improve the breadth and quality of our work we have 

created a network of young professionals: the Friends of 

Project Rousseau. 

What is Friends of Project Rousseau?



Why get involved?

Inspire our students

Help us broaden our students' horizons: take them to 

a concert or your favorite museum. 

Expose students to your world of work: tour them 

around your workplace and inform them about your 

profession.  

Meet other like minded individuals.

Attend our social events or join us on Broadening 

Horizons trips and meet other young professionals 

committed to making a difference to our students' 

lives.  



Pedro* speaks very eloquently about the experience of homelessness. He 

often says that one of the best things that ever happened to him was 

getting a public library card. Though he did not have a physical home, 

he explains, he found metaphorical homes in the library books that he 

read. Though his level of literacy was not great, his desire to learn and 

his willingness to fully immerse himself in all of our programming was 

incredible. He quickly became a mainstay in all programs across the 

four pillars and took on a leadership role in many activities. 

 

Pedro admired his mentor, whose life experiences were somewhat 

similar to his own. He set his sights high: to attend his mentor's 

university. Thanks to his incredibly hard work, Pedro is now a student 

at his mentor's university, an Ivy League School.

Student Stories

*names have been changed.



How to take part

Inform and guide students that are interested in 

pursuing careers in your field. 

Facilitate tours of your office to help students create 

educated impressions of their desired careers. 

Become a Careers Mentor

Become a Chaperone

Attend the Broadening Horizons or Community 

Service events of your choice. 

Use the trips to get to know the students and give 

them an opportunity to meet young professionals 

from different backgrounds.  



Help us to raise the money required to fund the trips, 

events and educational supplements we offer our 

students. 

Organize fundraising events within your own 

networks, utilize your company's outreach programs 

or help with our regular events, like happy hours. 

Become a Fundraiser

Join our Junior Board

Join other impassioned young professionals to organize Friends of 

Project Rousseau networking events. 

Receive Project Rousseau rewards, such as guest tickets to 

fundraising events. 



If any of these opportunities are of interest to you, please visit 

http://www.projectrousseau.org/friends-of-project-rousseau/ and 

complete the application form. 

Alternatively, email recruitment@projectrousseau.org with any 

further questions. 

"Working with Steven has helped me grow immensely. Part of that has 
been due to the idea that helping others allows you to see that you 

can help yourself - but I also bel ieve that Steven is a role model for 
me as much as I am a role model for him." 

- Ivan, Project Rousseau Mentor. 

http://www.projectrousseau.org/friends-of-project-rousseau/

